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1 / INTRODUCTION 

 

We warmly welcome you into our dance family at the Lisa Pilato Dance Center (LPDC) and onto our 
competition team U*na*T (pronounced Unity). Our team is thrilled to see many familiar faces return to the 
studio and very excited to see some new faces join our dance community. We have created this handbook to 
help shed some light on how things will run throughout the year as well as answer questions you may have 
before the year begins. We have done our best to provide as many dates as possible, for both the duration of 
the 2019-2020 season, and the beginning of the 2020-2021 season. We have also outlined new procedures 
and policies that will take effect this season, or next season. Please take the time to read this information 
carefully and keep your handbook in a safe place to refer to as you need: don’t forget that our office staff is 
here to help and will happily answer any questions you may have. Nothing is too big or too small- promise!  

 
 

QUICK REFERENCE STUDIO INFORMATION 

 
Lisa Pilato Dance Center 

1794 Bridge Street Dracut, MA 01826 
978-459-LPDC (5732) 

www.lpdc.net 

 

info@lpdc.net  (Studio Email Address) 

lpilato@mac.com  (Lisa – Personal Email Address) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“XSNRG leads to CHAOS resulting in ORGANIZED KONFUSION which ultimately leads to U*NA*T” 

http://www.lpdc.net/
mailto:lpdc5678@aol.com
mailto:lpilato@mac.com
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2 / STUDIO AND TEAM MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“We are sculptors in this world’s museum, and proud to be a part of these most beautiful creations: your children.” LPF 
 

 
To start off, it’s important to us at the LPDC and the Competing Team U*na*T, that all members on our team 
share in our vision, our purpose, and the philosophy that encompass everything we do both in and outside of 
our classes. This is a vision that is shared and demonstrated by the director, teachers and staff members at our 
studio and it is the driving force behind every interaction with our students and their families.  
 
The LPDC is a place where children of all ages and from all backgrounds learn to dance, sing, act, compete and 
perform. This is a studio where creativity, individuality and self-expression are encouraged, and is filled with a 
community of teachers, students, and families who are passionate about the performing arts. Our goal is to 
create a positive and happy experience for all of our students. We strive to nurture and develop talent, 
celebrate the achievements of all students, and inspire a love and appreciation of all styles of dance and the 
arts in a realistic fashion. We are committed to providing a safe and positive environment in which all students 
can feel empowered, comfortable, and free to express themselves.   
 
As faculty of LPDC, we are committed to teaching the art of dance while shaping our students into intelligent, 
thoughtful and creative humans!  We are dedicated to teaching students to think outside of the box, develop 
communication skills, and be independently motivated and self-sufficient; all the while being excellent 
listeners and capable of processing and applying constructive criticism with the ability to firmly stand ground 
with knowledge and decisiveness.  These are all important values that will provide the foundation of life skills 
in the adult world. We value healthy minds. 
 
We share this mission with you so that you may understand our goals and ethics, and be supportive of this 
endeavor.  
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3 / GETTING STARTED  
 
Before getting any new dance attire, it’s important that all students and/or parents (whether returning or 
new) fill out and sign your U*na*T registration paperwork and provide a birth certificate and communication 
email address so we can ensure we have the most up-to-date contact details for you. This information 
includes your registration form, media release form (so we can show off photos and videos of our amazing 
dancers in and around the studio), and public liability /insurance form. These forms can be found all on one 
page at the end of this handbook in section 16 / Forms and Waivers. Please print, complete, and return to the 
office (along with the copy of your student’s birth certificate if you are a new member). 
 
Our team’s season begins in June with a two-week mandatory camp (fees below).  During this camp, we have 
some extraordinary faculty that come in to teach, as well as our fabulous LPDC faculty.  In addition, the faculty 
will get to observe classes which helps us finalize the groups and dances for the competing season ahead. 
Since camp is mandatory for returning competitors, we cannot prorate camp fees due to missed classes, injury 
and/or inability to attend. However, you may make that time up during the Fall by taking additional classes 
that fit your schedule. Please note that camp is not mandatory for new members on open invite years. 
 
 
TEAM CAMP FEES AND DATES FOR 2019-2020 SEASON 
Mini/Petite/Teen/Jr/Sr June 3-14, 2019 Mon-Fri 4:00-7:00pm  $350.00 
Mighty Mites   June 3-14, 2019 Mon-Fri 4:00-6:00pm  $250.00 
Squirts    June 3-14, 2019 Mon-Fri 4:00-5:00pm  $150.00 
 
Payments are due on or before June 3, 2018.  If camp is not paid by the end of the first day, the student will 
not be allowed to take class the following day.  
 
TEAM CAMP FEES AND DATES FOR 2020-2021 SEASON 
Mini/Petite/Teen/Jr/Sr June 1-12, 2020 Mon-Fri 4:00-7:00pm  $365.00 
Mighty Mites   June 1-12, 2020 Mon-Fri 4:00-6:00pm  $265.00 
Squirts    June 1-12, 2020 Mon-Fri 4:00-5:00pm  $160.00 
 
 
 
 
 
SETTING UP YOUR ACCOUNT 
Because you are already a student at the LPDC, you have an account that you can use to login to make 
changes/payments/accept waivers.  If you have not set up your account, please follow these instructions: 
 
Go to www.lpdc.net and click on “register/pay” in the top right-hand corner.  This tab will open a new window 
where you will be prompted to log in as a returning customer on the left-hand side of the page: “Already 
Registered with Lisa Pilato Dance Center?”  Type in your e-mail and click “Forgot Password.” A temporary 
password will be sent to your email along with a link to reset your password.  After resetting your password, 
you will be able to login to your account portal to view your account at any time. You are now able to register 
for classes, pay on line and accept student waiver. For more help, please contact the office 978-459-LPDC. 

http://www.lpdc.net/
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4 / COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION 
 
Throughout the busy, year we try extremely hard to keep all members of the competition team “in the know” 
and to communicate often. For convenience, our primary means of communication is via email.  There will be 
a lot of email correspondence, especially at the beginning of the year. Please be sure to read all emails. Some 
may not pertain to your particular dance or group, if so just hit delete!   
 
The chain of communication is very important and there are three addresses you will need to keep on hand: 
 

• For U*na*T matters LPILATO@MAC.COM is the email to use. I (Lisa Pilato-Fuller) prefer email 
communication as I am able to access that fastest. I do not respond to text messages or answer calls on my 
cell as it is not a business number. If you need to leave a message via phone, you may do so at 978-459-
LPDC (5732).  Also, I prefer not to be asked involved questions before I walk in to teach class. My being 
kept from promptly starting class to answer questions not only takes away from your child’s class time, but 
all other dancers in the class as well. This also applies to all LPDC teachers.  

 

• For U*na*T fundraising UNATPARENTS@GMAIL.COM is the email to use.  Lisa Sellinger and Sheila Carroll, 
President and Vice President of the U*na*T Fundraising Committee, will assist with all matters to defray 
competition expenses (separate handbook to follow.)  

 

• For Billing and Studio matters INFO@LPDC.NET  is the email to use. 
 

• For important dates, please bookmark our Google Calendar:  https://www.lpdc.net/google-calendar/ 
 

• For rehearsal videos, please join our “Band” app, https://band.us/n/a3a41cU5c2Gej 
 
You can also find information at  WWW.LPDC.NET.  Important forms can be found in the “Dance 
Classes/Competing Team U*na*T. 
 
Don’t forget to add all email addresses to your contacts so we don’t end up in the Junk/Spam folder! You will 
receive regular updates and important information via email so please ensure you have provided the studio 
with an up-to-date email address that is regularly checked. We are happy to include multiple email addresses 
for each family if you would like your correspondence sent to numerous recipients. 
 
Each student also has a mailbox in the waiting room across from Studio D. Please check these mailboxes 
periodically. We display important information, dates, and studio details on our noticeboard located outside 
Studio D - when dropping off and picking up be sure to check it out in case there is anything you may have 
missed.   
 
YOU “LIKE US” … DON’T YOU??????? Facebook is a great way for us to keep in touch with a large number of 
people at once, so we encourage all families to “LIKE” us at LISA PILATO DANCE CENTER.   
 
Follow Us on Instagram at lisapilatodancecenter. 
 
We are always happy to chat in more detail about communications you receive from the studio. If you need 
any clarification please don’t hesitate to call us at 978-459-LPDC to chat with one of our faculty members.   

mailto:LPILATO@MAC.COM
mailto:UNATPARENTS@GMAIL.COM
mailto:INFO@LPDC.NET
https://www.lpdc.net/google-calendar/
http://www.lpdc.net/


 

 7 

5 / CODE OF CONDUCT/GENERAL 
 
To ensure the smooth, safe running of the LPDC and an enjoyable experience by all, below you will find our 
code of conduct. As always, we are open to feedback, so if any of the requirements outlined below are unclear 
or concerning, please give us a call to discuss further.  
 

• Families who do not comply with their fees or costume payment obligations will be charged a late fee, 
and/or excluded from performances. Costume expenses (competition and recital) are the responsibility of 
the parent, and costumes will not be issued to students with unpaid class fees.  
 

• No classes (including private lessons) or teachers are to be disturbed unless it is an emergency. Parents are 
not to approach teachers or students during class and if messages or food/drink/medication need to be 
passed on to a student, it must be done through an LPDC staff member. All parents must wait in the 
waiting areas or outside of the studios until classes have been dismissed.  

 

• We are unable to take responsibility for our students before or after their scheduled classes and it is the 
responsibility of the parent to ensure their child is picked up and dropped off on time. In the case of an 
emergency or unavoidable delay, please contact the studio immediately to inform us of the situation so we 
can keep your child calm and safe until you arrive. 

 

• Any questions or concerns must go through the office or directly to Lisa. Parents and students are not 
permitted to contact the LPDC teachers via phone, in person, via email, or social networking with studio 
issues unless it has been broached with Lisa first. Personal meetings with Lisa can happily be arranged at 
the office.  

 

• Choreography, costuming, logos and studio policies remain the intellectual property of the LPDC and may 
not be reproduced or sold by any students, parents, or staff without permission from Lisa. 

 

• As members of the U*na*T competition team, students are expected to only be enrolled in classes at the 
LPDC. Students are welcome and encouraged to partake in master classes at other studios, but should not 
be enrolled in full time programs. This policy does not apply to gymnastics or tumbling classes. 

 

• Your child’s attendance in class is very important to their peers and our teaching staff. As a member of the 
team, it is a commitment for you to ensure your child attends their classes on time each week. Not only do 
absences impact the routines we create, it also impacts the social and confidence-building principals we 
work hard to foster in each age group. If you know ahead of time that your child will be absent due to 
holidays/vacations, commitments, school trips, illness or injury, please let us know ahead of time so the 
class impact is minimal. If your dancer is injured and unable to participate in class, it is preferred that the 
dancer remains home.  If choreography is being taught, watching class would then be acceptable. 

 

• You and your dancers are representatives of the LPDC/U*na*T competition team. As team members and 
parents of team members, you and your dancer(s) are expected to lead by example and uphold the 
LPDC/U*na*T’s reputation and mission statement. Any students or parent(s) displaying behaviors deemed 
unfavorable, disrespectful, or dangerous by the director, will be subject to removal or restriction from 
event and/or future events as well as your dancer’s potential removal from LPDC/U*na*T programs with 
no refund given.  
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6 / SAFETY  
 
The safety of our students is always our top priority. All of our policies and required forms/waivers are made 
to ensure the safety of everyone at the LPDC- students, parents, and faculty.  
 
MEDIA RELEASE WAIVER 
As part of your registration, you will have read and signed a media waiver allowing us to proudly use images 
and video footage of your student for advertising and promotional purposes*.  Should you have any concerns 
whatsoever with signing this waiver, please see the office staff who will be happy to assist you. 
*Please see section 16 / Forms and Waivers, for copies of the media release form. 
 
LIABILITY AND INSURANCE 
You will find within your enrollment paperwork a public liability/insurance statement*.  Please read this 
document carefully and sign it prior to the commencement of classes so that you fully understand the rights 
and responsibilities of your family and our studio. 
*Please see section 16 / Forms and Waivers, for copies of the liability form. 
 
MUSIC AND COSTUMES 
The director and staff of the LPDC are educated in the negative impact of inappropriate music and costume 
selection when it comes to performing dance routines and are wholeheartedly committed to ensuring that the 
children in all of our dance routines are not subjected to any inappropriate songs or costuming.  
 
LOST AND STOLEN PROPERTY 
The LPDC takes no responsibility for any stolen or misplaced property on the studio premises and we 
encourage our families to avoid bringing valuable items into the studio when possible. 
 
SCHEDULING 
LPDC management reserves the right to change teachers or the schedule when necessary at any time 
throughout the year. 
 
PRIVACY 
When you enroll a student at the LPDC, the information we collect from you may include: your name, address, 
telephone numbers, email addresses, medical information, and credit card or bank details if applicable. Along 
with this information, your file may also include details of the products and services we provide to you as well 
as the status of your enrollment. We only collect information directly from our students or their 
parent/guardians primarily for the purpose of providing you with services and products, and to administer and 
manage invoicing and debt collection.  
 
We will never sell or pass on any of your information to third parties unless required by government 
authorities or in the event of debt recovery. Any information passed on will be done so with appropriate 
privacy and confidentiality protection. 
 
Information is stored securely in paper or electronic form and is accessible only by authorized personnel. 
If you would like to know what information we hold about you or wish to update the information, or if you 
wish to be removed from all further LPDC marketing communications, please contact our office by telephone 
at 978-459-LPDC. 
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7 / SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 
The LPDC’s Social Media Policy refers to all social networking sites, video/photo sharing sites, blogs, micro-
blogs, wikis, podcasts, forums, instant messaging and geo-spatial tagging (for example, Facebook check-ins). 
Please see below for our regulations regarding Social Media and feel free to contact our office staff if you have 
any questions.   
 

• Be mindful that your behavior on Social Media remains in keeping with the LPDC ‘s mission statement 
and code of conduct as outlined in chapter 2 and 5 of this hand-book. 

• Please remember that your anonymity on Social Media is never guaranteed and to exercise particular 
caution when posts, images or videos identifying children in your care. 

• Should you wish to engage on Social Media while identifying as a studio member, volunteer, or 
employee, you may only do so with integrity, respect, and adhere to privacy and confidentiality 
policies.  

• Any content revealing or referring to sensitive studio information is not allowed to be shared online. 
Likewise, the studio name and “LPDC” are owned under LPDC Inc. and may not be used online unless 
permission is obtained by Lisa.  

• Intellectual property laws (for example, costume design and choreography) must be observed by all 
studio patrons when posting online. 

• While affiliated with our studio, (for example, images of your child in the LPDC uniform) we will not 
tolerate any posts that are racially, sexually, physically or religiously offensive.  

• All matters pertaining directly to the studio, whether it be fees, scheduling, placements or 
performance opportunities, may not be communicated via Social Media. We have an open-door policy 
and encourage all communication, complaints and feedback to be communicated to the director 
directly. 

• We discourage parents/students and teachers from becoming “friends” or “followers” on Social Media, 
unless there is an existing relationship. We consider all studio members to be family and as such feel 
the obligation to respect and monitor personal boundaries.  

• Families found to be engaging in ‘hidden’ or ‘private’ groups formed for the specific purpose of 
discussing studio matters will not be tolerated.  

• Parents are welcome to join our closed FB group, U*na*T Parents Association which is monitored.  

• Photos or videos taken during performances may NOT be posted online.  

• Photos or videos legally purchased from performances are acceptable for posting.  When posting 
video, we ask that you only post a clip, to protect the choreographer’s rights. 

• You may not post photographs / videos that feature the LPDC dancers, other than your own child, 
online without the proven consent of their parent/guardian.  

• Identifying information of any featured minors (including names, ages or location) must be removed 
when posting on Social Media.  

• The LPDC reserves the right to dismiss or take disciplinary action on any students or parents who 
breach our studio’s Social Media Policy or Code of Conduct. In the rare case of a parent or student 
showing disrespect to any parent, staff member or student, a meeting will be called immediately and 
dismissal may be considered at the discretion of the director. Physical, mental, emotional or cyber 
bullying by parents, staff or students will not be tolerated and may result in dismissal from the studio. 

 
 
 



 

 10 

8 / GROUPS  
As you will see below, our competition team, U*na*T, is divided into seven age groups, each with different 
mandatory class requirements that are required from September - May. On rare occasion, a member may get 
moved from their original group due to age or skill level.  
 
Squirts 
 .75 Acro-Jazz Technique  
 .75 Tap/Rep  Total Hours: 1.50    $98 
 
Mighty Mites 
 .75 Ballet 
 .75 Tap 
 .50 Rep   Total Hours: 3.00   $156 

1.00 Acro-Jazz Technique 
 
Minis 
 .75 Ballet 
 1.25 Ballet 
 .75 Tap  
 1.00 Acro-Jazz Technique 

.50  Rep   Total Hours: 4.25    $168 
 
Petites 

1.5 Ballet 
 1.5 Ballet 
 .75 Tap  
 1.5 Jazz   Total Hours: 5.25    $200 
 
Teens 
 .75 Ballet 
 .75 Tap 
 .75 Jazz  
 .75 Rep   Total Hours: 3.00   $156 
 
Juniors 

1.5 Ballet 
 1.5 Ballet 
 .75 Tap  
 1.5 Jazz    

1.5 Modern  Total Hours: 6.75   $246 
 
Seniors 

1.5 Ballet 
 1.5 Ballet  
 .75 Tap 
 1.5 Jazz 
 1.5 Modern  Total Hours: 6.75   $246 
 
The new “Acro-Jazz technique" class will be in the recital. You will not need to register for an Acro class. You, of course, can add any 
additional classes and Acro is always encouraged for Petite-Seniors! If you choose to add additional classes, please note that your 

attendance in additional classes is just as important as in competition classes. 
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9 / AUDITIONS/INVITES 

 
Each year, auditions may be held in preparation for the upcoming season. These auditions may be for current 
members wishing to compete in the upcoming season, as well as any potential new members. The auditions 
are judged by outside dance professionals based on criteria given to them by Lisa. Scores are recorded and 
ranks are assigned within each audition group.  These scores and rankings, along with LPDC faculty input, aid 
in determining the castings (dances) set forth for the upcoming competition season. Dancers in age groups 
Petite and above will receive their rank and scores after the auditions.  
 
At the discretion of the Director, auditions may not be held and castings (dances) for the upcoming 
competition will be made by the Director.  
 
In addition, each year, invites may be sent out to potential new team members.  These new members may be 
forming a new group or be placed within existing groups.  Summer camp is not a mandatory requirement for 
these dancers, however, it is a requirement if they wish to continue competing the following season. 
 
In the event of injury or illness on the date of audition, we ask that the dancer who is auditioning still come 
and do as much as he/she can.  
 
More information on casting and how to accept/decline optional dances is included in section 10 / Castings 
below. 
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10 / CASTINGS 
 
Castings, are the dances that each competitor is placed in for the upcoming season. Each group (Squirts, 
Mighty Mites, Mini, Teen, etc.) will have one, two or three mandatory dances. These castings are emailed to 
all competitors after camp. Each dance is labeled either mandatory or optional. Mandatory dances are the 
dances that each competitor must take part in for the upcoming competition season and optional dances are 
the dances that the competitor must choose whether or not to take part in. The casting will include fees and 
instructions with a date and time that you must respond via email indicating what optional dances you are 
declining. Failure to respond may result in extra fees if the dance has begun and you planned to decline.  
 
ACCEPTING/DECLINING OF OPTIONAL DANCES 
A large amount of time is taken when designing the competition year. This is so that we may cover as many 
categories as we can in the best possible way, at each competition we attend. Once the deadline to decline 
optional dances has approached, dances are recalculated for group size and average age. If the intended 
optional dance has made the average age change or the group size change, there are a few choices that 
remain; however, you will always be informed first. 
 

• We have the option to keep the dance with the remaining dancers and keep the choreographer (if 
listed) 

• If the size of the group changes, a new choreography fee will apply, if applicable. 

• We have the option to keep the dance and change the choreographer. 

• We have the option to dissolve the dance. 
 
Dissolved: You will receive notice that optional dance has changed from its original place in the competition 
format indicating that it has been dissolved. If a dance is dissolved the dance will be removed from the season 
format and you will not compete the dissolved dance. Any charges associated with the dissolved dance will 
not be posted to your account. 
 
Remaining Active: You will receive notice that the optional dance has changed from its original place in the 
competition format and that the dance is currently remaining active. You will be given the updated 
information of dancers, choreographer and choreography fees along with a new response date to 
accept/decline. Once all responses are received you will be given final details. 
 
Quitting: In the event a dancer quits once a dance has been started, you are still financially responsible for the 
following: choreography, costume deposit/balance, and all 4 competition entry fees. Please note, as outlined 
in Section 11 / Understudy, these finances are covering the understudy.   
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11 / UNDERSTUDY  

 

UNDERSTUDY ROLE 

An understudy (in dance) is a dancer who learns the choreography of a specified dance and is able to act as a 

replacement, sometimes on short notice.  The roll of an understudy is demanding as the understudy must be 

able to take the place of any dancer in the dance if need be.  Understudy castings are made with most dances 

and will appear on the casting sheets as “US” or “Understudy” under each dance on the bottom line. 

 

EXAMPLE CASTING: 

SENIOR TRIO  Season:  Competition 20XX-20XX 

OPTIONAL $200/75 

Instructor:  TBA 

 

Dancer One 

Dancer Two 

Dancer Three 

US:  Name of Understudy 

 

The roll of an understudy is very important since the understudy needs to not only learn the choreography but 

be familiar with all dancer’s spots.  As this roll is just as important as the rolls of the casted dancers, the 

understudy must accept or decline the understudy roll (regardless if the dance is labeled mandatory or 

optional) by a specific date.  The understudy can be used in several ways:   

 

- if a dancer is absent (in rehearsal) 
- if a dancer is injured (rehearsal, performance or competition) 
- if there is an extenuating circumstance (performance or competition) 
- if a dancer decides to drop from the team 

 
OBLIGATIONS 

The understudy is expected to attend all the choreography sessions.  If the understudy cannot make a 

choreography session, it is the understudy’s job to learn the choreography from video or teammate.  The 

understudy is expected to attend as many rehearsals as possible while the dance is being cleaned and attend 

any rehearsals specified for that particular dance. 

 

FEE RESPONSIBILITIES 

As an understudy of a quit dancer, you will not be charged a fee for: 

- choreography fee 
- costume deposit  
- costume balance  
- competition entry fees for dancer who has quit once the dance has started 

 

As an understudy of an injured dancer, you will only be responsible for: 

- competition entry fees (less the $10 surcharge) for any competition dance you take part in as the 
understudy. 
 

If you are called upon to fulfil your understudy roll in a performance or competition, a costume will be provided 

to you that must be returned to the director upon completion of the understudy roll. 
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12 / MANDATORY CLASSES AND FEES 
 
Fees for mandatory classes are separate from competition fees. Mandatory classes are paid for through 
monthly tuition. Some of these classes will have recital dances, which will incur a costume deposit and balance 
fee. These recital costume fees are separate from competition costume fees. Please find below the fee 
structure for 2019-2020. Feel free to contact our office staff if you have any fee-related questions.  
 
 Tuition that is over-due, will incur a $15 service fee after the 10th of the month.  This fee applies to both 
recreational and competitive students. We accept the following options for fee payment: cash, check or credit 
card. 
2019-2020 TUITION STRUCTURE FOR MANDATORY CLASSES:  

Group Mandatory Classes/Week Hours/Wk Monthly Tuition 

Squirts  Acro-Jazz Technique and Tap/Rep 1.50 $98.00 

Mighty Mites Ballet, Tap, Acro-Jazz Technique Rep  3.00 $156.00 

Minis Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Acro-Jazz Technique, Rep 4.25 $168.00 

Petites Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Jazz 5.25 $200.00 

Teens Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Rep 3.00 $156.00 

Juniors Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Modern  6.75 $246.00 

Seniors Ballet, Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Modern 6.75 $246.00 

If you wish to withdraw from classes at the LPDC it is a requirement that you notify the studio in writing. 
 
AUTO PAY  
It is requested as a returning member of our competition team, that you set your account up on autopay with 
your credit or debit card for your monthly tuition. Your monthly tuition fee will be run on the first calendar 
day of the month beginning with September 1, 2019 and each month thereafter with ending date of May 1, 
2020.  If you do not wish to pay tuition via the autopay method you may still pay in cash/or check prior to the 
1st of the month, however, we will still require a credit/debit card on file. You can stop by prior to this date 
and pay in another form.  
 
Any tuition 30 days overdue will be run on the credit/debit card provided. In the event of an extenuating 
circumstance, please contact the office to set up alternative payment schedule. 
 
All fees 30 days overdue will be run on the credit/debit card provided. In the event of an extenuating 
circumstance, please contact the office to set up alternative payment schedule. 
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13 / ASSOCIATED COMPETITION FEES AND INFORMATION 
 
COMPETITION CHOREOGRAPHY FEES AND COMPETITION COSTUME DEPOSIT 
Each dance in the competitive season has a one-time competition choreography fee (fees vary- see table 
below) and a $75 competition costume deposit due on or before the start date of the choreography.  
Student’s whose fees are not paid will not be permitted to choreography session/rehearsals. 
 
Choreography Fees: 
SOLOS (1 dancer)   $425/dancer 
DUO (2 dancers)   $200 dancer 
TRIO (3 dancers)   $150/dancer 
SMALL GROUP (4 -8 dancers)  $110/dancer 
LARGE GROUP (9+ dancers)  $95/dancer 
PRODUCTION    $85/dancer 
 
COMPETITION COSTUME BALANCE 
In competition, your costume is judged as part of your overall score.  As you might imagine, these costumes 
can be more expensive than recital costumes.  A typical competition costume on average runs approximately 
$150.00.  Once the costume is selected by the choreographer the order is placed and you will be emailed a 
balance which is due upon receipt.  Once the accessories and stones are selected and ordered you will receive 
a final balance which is also due upon receipt.  In the event that we are able to order costume, accessories and 
stones all at once you will only a receive a second and final bill. 
 
COMPETITION ENTRY FEES 
Each competition that we enter has associated entry fees for each dance that a dancer will compete on stage. 
These entry fees vary in two ways: 1) They vary by each competition and 2) They vary depending on the 
amount of dancers in each dance. For each entry there is an $10 surcharge per dance to cover LPDC 
administrative costs when entering a competition.  In the event a competition cancels, you will get a refund, 
less the $10 surcharge. In the event of a sold-out competition, we will do our best to find a competition that 
same weekend. If we are unable to we will either: find a competition on a new weekend based on available 
dancers, or you will get a refund.  
 
Note: Most often, competitions refrain from holding events during school hours. However, in the circumstance of an overbooked competition expanding its schedule to 
include school hours, the LPDC director will gather information, pass it on to parents for input, but will ultimately make the decision as to whether or not it is in the 
studio’s best interest to attend. 

 
INJURY/UNDERSTUDY/REFUNDS 
In the event of an injury, the designated understudy will assume the role of the injured dancer and the entry 
fees associated with that particular dance less the $10 surcharge. Once the understudy has paid the entry fee, 
the injured dancer will be refunded the fee for that dance less the $10 surcharge. (See 11/Understudies). 
Please understand that due to the understudy system in place, the studio will only ask competitions for 
refunds regarding solos. In order for a competition to refund your payment for a solo, you must provide a 
doctor’s note. The doctor’s note should be brought to the office, and the studio will handle getting the refund. 
You will be reimbursed once they competition reimburses the studio.  Note: Not all competitions do this. 
 
When returning from an injury the dancer must be present at least two weeks prior to competition in order to 
compete. If you are not able to fully return but can compete some dances, mandatory dances take 
precedence.  
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COMPETITION DRESS CODE ITEMS  
Dress code items that are needed for competition are sometimes a little different from what dress code is in 
class. A list of all competition dress code items can be found at the end of the handbook. You are not required 
to purchase all of these items, though you may need some depending on your competition costume.  
 
COMPETITION ETIQUETTE 
Under no circumstances are parents or students allowed to contact the competitions: this is the job of the 
director and the director only. In the event that a parent or student attempts to contact the competition, the 
studio director is notified. If you have questions or concerns about a competition, information can usually be 
found on the competition’s website. Any questions or concerns that cannot be answered by visiting the 
website must go through the director of the LPDC. 
 
It is absolutely imperative that you arrive to a competition at the stated arrival time. You will be asked to 
arrive two hours prior to your dance. This may seem like an excessive amount of time, but please take it 
seriously as there have been instances where competitions were running early and the dancers were not 
ready. If you are late, the LPDC director reserves the right to put a dance on stage without you. There are no 
refunds in this situation, and the dancer may be permanently removed from the dance.  
 
Taking photos or videos of dances at competition while dancers are performing on stage is not allowed and 
may result in the studio being disqualified. Competitions will often have professional photos or videos 
available for you to view and/or purchase. 
 
Please do not move around the theatre while someone is on stage, regardless if it is our studio or not. Entering 
and exiting the theatre should only be done in between dances during applause. 
 
Parents of young dancers are responsible for their child's whereabouts at competition at all times. Young 
dancers should not be allowed to roam unsupervised. It is not the LPDC’s or the competition’s responsibility to 
mind, dress, or discipline your child. Parents of young dancer should help their child get ready in the dressing 
room. Likewise, parents are always welcomed in the dressing rooms regardless of your child’s age, but these 
places are often crowded and chaotic, so please limit your time in the dressing room if you are not helping 
your child. Having less parents in the dressing room allows for more space and gives dancers the opportunity 
to help each other as a team and to grow more independent. 
 
In general, no food or drinks are allowed in the theatre. On occasion, there might be a competition where no 
outside food or drinks are allowed in the building. We understand that this is inconvenient but must do our 
best to abide by the rules of the competition. 
 
Aside from supporting and rooting for fellow LPDC dances, it is just as important to respect other dance 
studios and their dances as well. Parents and dancers should never make negative comments about other 
dancers/dances: you never know who is around. 
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14 / IMPORTANT DATES 
 
We understand how busy the lives and schedules of our dance families can get as the year rolls on, so we have 
tried to get all of our important dates organized and ready for you so you can plan other commitments. 
However, we cannot include everything at the moment as some competition dates for regionals are still 
unavailable- but we will get this information to you as soon as we have it! Below we have listed some of our 
most important “Save the Dates” with more specific information to be communicated via email as we get 
closer to the events.  
 

DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION WHO IT INVOLVES 

06/01/2019 Returning Team 
Acceptance Day 

Deadline to accept your spot on 
the 2019-2020 competition team 

All Returning Team 
Members 

06/03/2019 – 
06/14/2019 

Team Camp Mandatory Competition Camp  
 

2019-2020 Team Members 

6/17/19- 
6/28/19 

Ballet Choreo MD Dates and details for specific 
groups and dances sent via email 

2019-2020 Team Members 

On Or Before 
7/12/19 

Castings Castings sent out via email 2019-2020 Team Members 

7/15/19- 
8/31/19 
 

Competition 
Choreography Continues 

Dates and details for specific 
groups and dances TBA via email 

Casted Dancers 

8/1/19 Competition Bills Arrive Competition entry fee bill will be 
put in your mailbox at the studio 

Team Members 

8/15/19 1st Competition Bill Due  Entry fee bill for competition 1 due Team Members 

8/15/19 Forms Deadline Release Forms/Birth Certificates  Team Members 

TBA Open House 
 

Fall Registration 
Dress code dancewear available for 
purchase 

All Students 

9/1/19 September Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

9/9/19 Opening Day LPDC opens #Season33 
Regular classes begin 

All Students 

9/14/19 2nd Competition Bill Due Entry fee bill for competition 2 due Team Members 

9/23/19-
9/27/19 

Uniforms and Earring 
Orders 

Team Jacket/Uniforms available to 
try on in office.  Earring order due. 

Team Members  
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DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION WHO IT INVOLVES 

9/27/19 
 

Uniforms and Earring 
Orders 

Uniform/Earring Deadline 12:30pm Team Members 

10/1/19 October Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

10/12/19 
 

3rd Competition Bill Due Entry fee bill for competition 3 due All Team Members 

10/14/19 
 

Columbus Day LPDC Closed All Students 

10/31/19 Halloween LPDC Closed All Students 

Month of 
October 
Note: 

Competition Costume 
Balances Due TBA 

Competition costume balances will 
be due as costumes arrive. 
Additional rhinestone charges may 
apply to some costumes.   

All Team Members 
 
 

11/1/19 
 

Recital Costume 
Deposits Due 

$50/Class- See email for specifics 
regarding which competition 
classes have separate recital 
costume deposits 

All Students 
 
 

11/1/19 November Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

11/16/19 4th Competition Bill Due  Entry fee bill for competition 4 due All Team Members 

11/22/19 
 

Project Santa (PJS) Project Santa Performance at 
Tewksbury Memorial High School 
7:00pm 

All Team Members 
A list of which dances will 
be performing TBA 

11/24/19-
12/1/19 

Thanksgiving Break LPDC closed All Students 

Month of 
November 
Note: 

Competition Costume 
Balances Due TBA 

Competition costume balances will 
be due as costumes arrive. 
Additional rhinestone charges may 
apply to some costumes.   

All Team Members 
 
 

12/1/19 December Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

12/11/19 
 

PJS Shopping PJS Shopping at Pheasant Lane Mall 
3:45-9:00 pm  

All Team Members (Grades 
4 & above) 
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DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION WHO IT INVOLVES 

12/12/19 PJS Wrapping PJS Wrapping and Pizza Party All Team Members 
(including Grades 3&below) 

12/16/19-
12/21/19 

Team rehearsals Rehearsals for competition dances 
Times TBA 

All Team Members 

12/22/19- 
1/5/20 

Christmas Break LPDC closed All Students 

1/1/20 January Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

1/11/20- 
1/12/20 

Kaleidoscope 
(Competition 1) 

Kaleidoscope Dance Competition 
Derry, NH 

All Team Members 

1/20/20 MLK Day LPDC Open All Students 

2/1/20 February Auto Tuition 
Due 

Auto Tuition Run All Students 

2/1/20 Recital Costume 
Balances Due 

Recital Costume Balances Run All Students 

2/7/20-
2/9/20 

StarQuest 
(Competition 2) 

StarQuest Dance Competition 
Andover, MA 

All Team Members 

2/16/20-
2/23/20 

February Break LPDC closed All Students 

3/1/20 March Auto Tuition Due Auto Tuition Run All Students 

3/6/20-
3/8/20 

Groove  
(Competition 3) 

Groove Dance Competition 
Andover, MA  

All Team Members & PG 

3/20/20-
3/22/20 

American Dance Awards 
(Competition 4) 

American Dance Awards  
Tewksbury, MA  

All Team Members 

March TBA  Dracut Telethon Dracut Telethon at DHS 
Specific information as to which 
groups will be performing TBA 

Team Members 

4/1/20 April Auto Tuition Due  Auto Tuition Run All Students 

4/5/20 Recital Tickets  Recital Tickets on sale 12:00pm 
online 

All Students 

4/19/20- 
4/26/20 

April Break LPDC closed All Students 
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DATE EVENT DESCRIPTION WHO IT INVOLVES 

5/1/20 May Auto Tuition Due  Auto Tuition Run All Students 

5/4/20-
5/6/20 

Recital Rehearsals In Studio Recital Rehearsals All Students 

5/12/20-
5/13/20 

Recital Rehearsals Recital Rehearsals at Tewksbury 
Memorial High School 

All Students 

5/14/20 Studio Open Rec Classes Only  All Students 

5/15/20 Recital Rehearsal Tech Rehearsal at Tewksbury 
Memorial High School 

Specific Students (tba) 

5/16/20- 
5/17/20 

Recital Weekend Recital at Tewksbury Memorial 
High School 

All Students 

6/1/20 – 
6/12/20 

Team Camp Mandatory Team Camp 2020-2021 All Team Members 

 
 

Schedule subject to change. 
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15 / UNIFORMS, EARRINGS, AND MAKEUP 
 
UNIFORMS 
At the LPDC we believe that wearing studio uniforms give students a sense of belonging to our family as well 
as creating an identity for our studio in the greater community. Our uniforms also: 
 

• Encourage discipline 

• Help identify non-students when participating in events 

• Diminish economic and social barriers between students 

• Increase a sense of belonging and school spirit 
 
The most important thing about our uniform is that it shows respect by looking neat, presentable and 
purposeful. The LPDC has three choices when going onstage for competition awards ceremonies: 
 

• Your entire uniform (pants and jacket) 

• Your costume and uniform jacket 

• Your costume 
 

Team members of the LPDC are not permitted to wear jeans, sweats, street clothes, slippers, pajamas or the 
like on stage for the awards ceremonies. You are also not allowed to bring family members, stuffed animals or 
engage on cell phones during these ceremonies.  Think of this as showing up to your quarterly review at work. 
 
Competition team uniforms can be purchased once a year at the studio office. If you wish to order a uniform 
or any part of a uniform, a size run will be available at the office 9/23/19 – 9/28/19, form enclosed at the end 
of this handbook. This form must be filled out and uniform paid for in advanced. Reminder to first time team 
members that a uniform is not mandatory for your first season. Deadline to order is 9/28/19 at 12:30pm. 
 
Once uniforms arrive to the LPDC we have a small, very informal, presentation ceremony which takes about 5 
minutes. This ceremony date will be given out once the uniforms come in. We generally try to schedule the 
uniform ceremony at the end of a rehearsal when all dancers are present. Whether you ordered a uniform or 
not, all members should be there to support one another. 
 
EARRINGS 
Each competitor is required to wear the LPDC earrings! Oh, you have no idea how much Miss Lisa loves 
sparkles! These earrings are available in pierced or clip and are $15. The earring order form is included at the 
end of this handbook. Deadline to order is 9/28/19 at 12:30pm 
 
MAKEUP  
We like you to look FABULOUS! As a competitor, you will be judged on your appearance (good training for job 
interviewing, right??) All competitors will receive a detailed list which will let you know the colors of the make-
up. If there have been any discontinued items, they will be noted with the replacement. Note: If you still have 
enough of the item that is being discontinued, you will not need to purchase the new item unless the color is 
VERY different which it will be noted– “discontinued item that needs to be replaced by ALL competitors.” A list 
of makeup is provided at the end of this handbook.  
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16 / FORMS AND WAIVERS 
LPDC’s 19-20 Competition Season Info/Release Forms  

(Please fill out and return this form with copy of Birth Certificate if you have not already done so) 
 
Dancer’s Full Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Dancer’s Email (if applicable):  _____________________________________________________ 
 
Dancer’s Date of Birth:   __________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent’s Full Name:  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Parent Email:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Additional Email:  _______________________________________________________________ 
 
HAVE YOU SET UP YOUR ONLINE ACCOUNT?                            YES                                      NO 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Parent Release Form for Photography and Videography 
 
I, the undersigned, give permission for LPDC/U*na*T to use video footage and / or photographs of my 
child/ward, _________________________________. This usage may include (but is not exclusive to) 
displaying publicly, distributing, or publishing.  Photographs, and/or video of my child/ward may be used in 
materials that include, but may not be limited to:  printed materials (eg - brochures and newsletters) online 
and offline advertising and promotion, videos and digital images for use on Social Media.  
By signing this form, I acknowledge that I am giving unrestricted permission for my child’s/ward’s image to be 
used in print, video, and digital media. I agree that these images may be used by LPDC/U*na*T for a variety of 
purposes and that these images may be used without further notification. I do understand that any identifying 
information including surname and location will not be used in conjunction with any video or digital images. 
 
Parent/Guardian signature _____________________________________ Date _____________ 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Public Liability/Medical Release Waiver Form 
 
I, ________________________________, the parent/guardian of _____________________________, 
acknowledge that participation in dance is potentially dangerous and there is an inherent risk of injury 
involved.  
 
In allowing my child to participate in LPDC/U*na*T activities, I hereby assume all the risks associated with the 
performing arts. I understand the importance of myself and my child following the instructions and rules set 
by their instructor/s, and I agree to release LPDC/U*na*T and its employees of any and all liability which may 
arise as a result of my child’s participation in activities at the LPDC.  
 

Parent/Guardian signature _____________________________________ Date _____________ 
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19-20 competition team uniform order form 

 
Fitting Week 9/23/19 – 9/28/19 

uniforms will be available at office to try on during studio hours  
 

 
PARENT NAME:  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT NAME:  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER:________________________________ EMAIL:___________________________________ 
 
 
JACKET ($135) 
Please circle one size: 
 
Youth XSmall   Youth Small   Youth Medium   Youth Large 
 
Adult XSmall  Adult S  Adult M Adult L  Adult XL Adult 2XL Adult 3XL 
 
NAME TO APPEAR ON JACKET:  ______________________________________________________________ 
(Keep in mind you can use first and last initial or nickname) 
 
 
PANT ($55) 
Please circle one size: 
 

   Youth Small   Youth Medium   Youth Large 
 
Adult XSmall  Adult S  Adult M Adult L  Adult XL Adult 2XL Adult 3XL 
 
INITIALS or NAME TO APPEAR ON PANT:____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Total Items ______         Total Cost __________ 

 
 

Uniform Deadline 9/28/19 @ 12:30pm 
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competition team earring order form 

 
 
PARENT NAME:  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
STUDENT NAME:  
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE NUMBER:________________________________ EMAIL:___________________________________ 
 
Group Name: 
Please circle one:  
 
Squirts  Mighty Mite  Mini  Petite  Teen  Junior  Senior 
 
 
Pierced or Clip-on ($15):  
Please circle one:  
 
Pierced  Clip-On 
 
 
Total Items ______        Total Cost ________ 

 
 
 

Earring Deadline 9/28/19 @ 12:30pm 
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19-20 competition team makeup list 

 

 

 

Sephora website: WWW.SEPHORA.COM 

 

Sephora locations nearby  

(this way you can call ahead to make sure they have stock)  

Sephora Rockingham Mall 603-870-0005  

JC Penny Sephora Rockingham Mall 603-893-4322  

Sephora Pheasant Lane Mall 603-888-0500  

JC Penny Sephora Pheasant Lane Mall 603-888-9380  

Sephora Burlington Mall 781-270-2382  

Sephora Lynnfield 781-3334-6555   

 

The item numbers below will assure you that you get the correct item and color. The total cost for all of the 

items is approximately $100 (not including foundations).  

 

Eyes - 3 colors (2 in powder form, 1 in stick form)  

SEPHORA #21 “Pink Glitter” (jumbo crayon) for Lid  

SEPHORA #318 “Very Bad” (powder) for contour 

SEPHORA #204 “Under The Cover” (powder) for browbone  

 

Lips - liner and stain  

MAKE UP FOREVER AQUA LIP Liner 8C 

SEPHORA Lip Stain #01 “Always Red”  

 

Cheeks - powder blush  

TARTE “Peaceful” 

 

Foundation/Foundation Powder/setting Powder  

You will also need to purchase a foundation and foundation powder. This color should be a little 

warmer/bronzier/tanner than your skin tone (not matching) as the stage lights suck the color out of your skin!  

 

Additional Items  

Eyeliner (BLACK)- use any kind you like, there are a bunch of different ones.  

All students must wear false eyelashes. 
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COMPETITION TEAM MAKE UP  

 PHOTO   ITEM  COST   
    

 

SEPHORA COLLECTION ITEM 1943398 

COLOR: 204 Under the cover  $8.00   

    

 

SEPHORA COLLECTION ITEM 1394915 

COLOR: 21 Glitter Pink  $14.00   

    

 

SEPHORA COLLECTION ITEM 1956028 

COLOR: 318 Very Bad  $8.00   

    

 

MAKE UP FOREVER ITEM 1005487 COLOR: 8C Red  $20.00   

    

 

SEPHORA COLLECTION ITEM 1296060 
COLOR: 01 Always Red  $14.00   

    

 

TARTE 

ITEM 1461177. COLOR: Peaceful  $29.00   

    

TOTAL   $93.00   
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The following items are not necessarily regular studio dress code, but are particular items that your dancer’s 
group may need. 
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